
 

  

          

           

 
 

  

    

    

  
 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The club has a Facebook page.  Please like the page and share info and pictures.   

 

November  2014 Local List of Events 
Nov 5:. - General Meeting  Fruitdale Grange.   The meeting starts at 7:30 pm.  Doors open at 6:30.     

Bring your Oregon rocks from locations beginning with the letter X, Y & Z.    Member sales.  Pie month.   New roster will be available to all 

members in December.   
Nov 15:   Field Trip to Chrissy Field & Kellog Beach.  Meet at Safeway o 7th at 9:00 a.m.  If you need a ride contact Bill Boeh or meet at 

Safeway and we'll work out  rides.   

November 15   Annual Auction Columbia-Willamette Faceters Guild OMSI Auditorium 1945 SE Water Avenue Portland OR  Preview at 

5:30pm Auction at 7pm  Gail Bumala president@facetersguild.com PO Box 2136 Portland OR 97208 
Nov 16:   Christmas Bazaar at Josephine County Library 10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 

Dec. 6:  Christmas Bazaars at  North Valley High School     

November 2014   Out of State  List of Events 

November 1 - 2: CONCORD, CA Contra Costa Mineral & Gem Society, Centre Concord, 5298 Clayton Road (near Ygnacio Valley Rd.)  

Hours: 10 - 5 daily Contact: Harry Nichandros, (925) 289-0454 Email: show-c@ccmgs.org      Website: www.ccmgs.org/gem_show  
November 8 - 9: SACRAMENTO, CA Sacramento Mineral Society Scottish Rite Temple, 6151 H Street Hours: Sat 10 - 5;  

Sun 10 - 4 Contact: Alyssa Mesiznger, (916) 205-4441 Email: gemshow@sacramentomineralsociety.org       Website: sacgemshow.com 

November 8 & 9 Sat 9–5, Sun 10–5 Skagit Rock & Gem Club Sedro Woolley Comm. Center, 700 Pacific Street  

Sedro Woolley, WA Linda Keltz 360 424 6525 virlinkeltz@comcast.com 

November 8 & 9 Sat 9–5 Sun 10–5  Maplewood Rock and Gem Club Annual Fall Show Maplewood Clubhouse, 8802 196th ST SW, Ed-

monds WA Don Wilcox 206 226 1868 tundrafox@earthlink.net 

November 8 - 9: Yuba City, Ca   Sutter Buttes Gem & Mineral Society Yuba-Sutter Fairgrounds - Franklin Hall  

442 Franklin Avenue Hours: Sat 10 - 5; Sun 10 - 4 Contact: Kartie Slightam, (530) 673-9649 Email: mktalternatives@comcast.net  

Website: www.sutterbuttes. 

November 8-9:  Sat 9–5, Sun 10–5 Maplewood Clubhouse, 8802 196th ST SW, Edmonds WA .  Rock & Mineral show.  Free admission.  

8802 196th St., SW,  Edmonds Wa.  www.maplewoodrockclub.com 

Volunteers needed:  Our club is operated by volunteers.  There are no paid positions.  
We need  a Program Chairman and a Hospitality  Chairman 
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President:  Gary Ruehling -  541-472-0925 
 
Vice-President:\ 

Brenda Walden 541-441-1279c 
 
Treasurer: 
Jan Patrick  - 541-476-9174 
 
Secretary: 

Rachel Drago 541-761-9395 
 
Sergeant-At-Arms: 
Mary Blankenship - 541-226-8019 cell 
 
Parliamentarian: 
Dick Bowman  - 541-472-9609 
 
Sales: Millie Casey – 541-479-7323 
 
Wheel of Fortune Workshop: 
Barbra Catania  - 541-582-3248 
 
Show  and Fair  Coordinator: 
Janet Fields 541-476-8937 
 
Membership: 
Janet Sessions -541-855-1461 
jjssss2@hotmail.com 
 
Club Claims: 
John Hudick  - 541-472-8585 
 
Shop Foreman: 
Mike Hepburn - 541 479-1488 
 
Equipment and Grounds: 
Dick Marsh - 541-474-3246 
 

 
Hospitality: Mary Bowers/ Michelle Wheeler 
 
Refreshments: 
Orley Ringering 541-582-1893 
 
Field Trips:  
Bill Boeh, 541-226-7178 monthly trips 

Roy Lichtenstein 541-476-8299 He will continue the 
summer week long trip. 
 
American Land Access Association Liaison: 
Bill Patrick 541-476-9174 
 
Librarian/Historian: 
Barbara Catania  541-582-3248 
 
Education Chairman: Clyde Wilson 541-846-7301 
 
Program Coordinators: 
 
Newsletter Editor: Judy Anderson 541-226-6997 or 
jdanderson99@q.com 
Associate Newsletter Editor: Trish Hepburn 818-800-9956 
 trishhepburn1@yahoo.com 
 
Web Master: 
 
Instructors: 
Silver - Laurie Asplin - 541-218-7447 cell 
 
Faceting - Clyde Wilson - 541-846-7301 
 
Geology - Harry Smedes - 541-472-1119 
 
Auctioneer: Gary Ruehling – 541- 472-0925 

GENERAL CLUB INFORMATION 

• The purpose of the Rogue Gem & Geology Club is to foster healthful fellowship among its members while pursuing the 
activities and knowledge of the earth sciences, and to serve the community by introducing its young people and adults to the 
wonders of the mineral world. 
• Regular meetings are held the first Wednesday of each month at the Fruitdale Grange, 960 Rogue River Hwy., Grants Pass. 
Meetings begin at 7:30, and Guest are always welcome. 
• Members are entitled to use the equipment and join in the classes that are available at the clubhouse located at 1003 Isham, 
Grants Pass. There are shop fees applied to use of equipment and materials. 
• A one-day field-trip is held each month on the second Saturday or Sunday following the club meeting. A once a year extended 
field-trip is usually held each June.  
• Membership dues of $20.00 per year per (immediate) family include the bulletin, “Gems of the Rogue” and are payable at the 
general meeting. Individual junior (youth ages 12-18) membership dues are $7.00 per year. 
• Non-Member subscription to the bulletin is $15.00 per year. Send subscriptions to P.O. Box 1224, Grants Pass, OR 97528. We 
exchange bulletins with other clubs at no charge. 
• Deadline to submit articles in the bulletin is the 3rd Wednesday of the month. 
• Permission to reprint material from the bulletin is granted provided due credit is given. 

 

mailto:jjssss2@hotmail.com


Please thank our Newsletter Sponsors! 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

NOTE from the President: 
Hello, I hope Nov. brings the rains we need to keep us growing and green again. I'll 

be back to my job  and look forward to  the challenges it offers. I'm liking the direction 

we're headed and feel good about the year ahead. 

The comments Rick provided for the last newsletter kind of summed up who we are 

as a club. Lots of hard working folks who all contribute, in their own way, what it takes 

to make what we do a fun, growing and functional club that's still 'going strong'  year 

after year. Thanks Rick! Member contributions are ALWAYS welcomed. 

Don't forget your X-Y-Z rocks from Oregon. See u at the meeting. Gary 
 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!  
Dear NARG Members, 

  

Please note that Robinson Creek (a tributary to the Nehalem River near Vernonia on Timber Rd) is posted no trespassing. It is not a 

navigable stream and both upstream and downstream from the bridge on Timber Road is on private property. This means the stream 

gravels, bed, and banks are off limits to collecting. The owners have kindly asked us to pass along the word that anyone caught tres-

passing on this land will be prosecuted. In an ongoing effort to develop postive  

relationships with the community, we fully support the request and are working with the landowners to protect their private property. 

  
Sincerely,  

Aaron Currier 

NARG President 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!  
 

Serving the Rogue Valley Since 1989 

 Serving the Rogue Valley Since 1989 

 

  OREGON HOMES AND RANCHES REAL ESTATE  

Judy Sanchez 
Real Estate Broker 

  
  

 judysellsoregon@yahoo.com  
www.oregonhomesandranches.com 

PO Box 268 Williams Oregon 97544   

Serving the Rogue Valley Since 1989 

Ph:  541-226-6997  
 



 
November  Birthdays: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
                                                                                     
 

November  Birthstone: Two gems are appropriate for November birthdays - Topaz and Citrine . 
 
Topaz:   a gemstone available in a rich rainbow of colors. Prized for several thousand years in antiquity, all yellow gems in antiq-
uity were called topaz. Often confused with citrine quartz (yellow) and smoky quartz (brown), quartz and topaz are separate 
and unrelated mineral species. The most prized color of topaz is called Imperial topaz after the Russian Czars of the 1800s and 
features a magnificent orange body color with pinkish undertones. Topaz also comes in yellow, pink, purple, orange, and the 
many popular blue tones. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Citrine:   the other birthstone for November is known as the "healing quartz". This golden gemstone is said to support vitality 
and health while encouraging and guiding hope, energy and warmth within the wearer. Citrine can be found in a variety of 
shades ranging from pastel yellow to dark brownish orange. It is one of the most affordable of gemstones and plentiful in 
nature. Citrine is found most frequently in Brazil, Bolivia, and Spain. 

 

 

                                                                         

Anniversaries 
      

      
      
 
       
      
 
 

Nov 3  Esparza, Matthew  Nov 16 Wyatt, Carlie 

Nov 3  Santoyo, Tom  Nov 19 Gutshall Alice  

Nov 3 Matthew Esparza  Nov 22 Westerfield-Daley  Connie 

Nov 4 Swisher, Carol  Nov 26 Morgan, Kathy 

Nov 6 Garrett,   Laura  Nov 28 Loeffler,  Anne    

Nov 6 Mahan, Gail  Nov 28  Rowe, Lois V 

Nov 7 McInnes, Gerald  Nov 28  Dougherty, William  

Nov 7 Myers, Vernon  Nov 28 Reeser, Daniel 

Nov 14 Judy, Beth  Nov 29 Myers, Layla   

Nov 15 Davis,  Marie    

 Nov 5 Kempf, Chrissy & Lonny 

Nov 11 Forster, Bob & Carmella  

Nov  14  Allsop, Pat & Sharon 

TOPAZ CITRINE 



 
                                
**A lot of rock club members know Terrie Cosby and her children. Yesterday we were notified by her son that her home and shop in 

Drain, Oregon burned to the ground last Sunday. The family escaped but they lost everything including two cars, all home and person-

al items plus the entire inventory of her shop including equipment. We haven't talked to her personally, but her son says that they are 

staying with friends and trying to cope.  

   An account has been set up with the US Bank to receive donations. We are going to help in any way we can as soon as we hear what 

she needs. 

   Just thought some members would like to know and maybe we could do something as a club to help her. We will send more infor-

mation as I find out more.  Nancy and Ken Watson ** 

 

 
 

Shop Talk with Mike Hepburn:  Flat-Bottom Cabs—There are several ways to get a flat surface for the bottom of a cabochon.  If the 

cabochon is not very large, a flat surface may be achieved on a grinding wheel by moving the stone up and down and sideways on the 

same plane. An easy method is to flatten the stone on a side of the grinding wheel. A third way to produce a nice, flat surface, even on 

oversize cabs, is to use a cast iron flat lap and silicon carbide grits. 
Basic shapes for jewelry design are the circle, oval, triangle, square, rectangle, and polygons or trapezoids.  Designs made from any 

combinations of these are endless.  An easy way to remove stones from dop sticks is to put them in the freezer for a short time. They 

will pop off without leaving sticky stones or bits of wax.  Feel free to check us out in the shop on Wednesday mornings or the 2
nd

. And 

4
th

. Thursdays 5-8pm. 

 

 
 
November is Pie Month.  Everyone bring 1 or 2 pies to the meeting.  We will eat some and the rest will be auctioned to the highest 

bidder.  It is always lots of good eating, fun, & makes money for the club. 

 

Thanks to Tom Sorenson, Jan Patrick, Carol Swisher, Janet Sessions, Gail Mahan, Winnie Paris, Dick Marsh and Rick Knaggs for 

donations of 3 walking sticks, stones, shells, tumbled rocks, findings, mango pine cones, and red berries.     

 

 
 

Club Member Contributions:   

 

Mary Blankenship:  If you know of a club member who is ill, had a death in the family, or had a great event happen in their life, 

please contact Mary Blankenship at 541-226-801 

 

Judy Sanchez Anderson:   Re:  Newsletter:  Thank you to those members who have changed over to email.  We would appreciate 

being able to email to as many as possible as it would assist the club in, not only reducing our carbon footprint and becoming more 

eco-friendly, but will also save the club postage and printing costs.  If you are now receiving the newsletter via regular mail and are 

willing to switch to email, please contact Judy Sanchez Anderson at jdanderson99@q.com or call me at 541-226-6997.   For those 

preferring regular mail, we will be happy to mail the newsletter to your preferred address .        
 

Thank you all for your patience during our transition.  There are a few of us trying to coordinate our efforts to incorporate all the 

information so please forgive us if we miss something along the way.  Please don't be shy about  emailing or giving me a call and 

letting me know if I miss a birthday, anniversary or other event, eventually all the lists will be incorporated into one.   

 

Brian Davis :  " All accomplishments begin with a decision to try." 

 

Jim Landon:  A member of the Yakima Washington Club. There is a new rock hounding magazine out called "American Rockhound" 

that I would like to make our Federation membership aware of. I am a regular contributor to the magazine covering digging sites in the 

Northwest. See their website for more details: http://www.wncrocks.com/resources/AMERICAN ROCKHOUND MAGAZINE 

HOME.html 

 

 
 
 



 Rick Knaggs:  Rogue Gem and Geology Club, Rhodonite-Smodonite 

 

I am a novice rock hound, and I am trying to identify rocks and use their proper name. The Rogue Gem and Geology Club have a 

rhodonite claim. I wanted to learn about this rock, and I found out the chemical composition is Manganese silicate (MnSiO3). The 

(Rick Knaggs contd.)  name means rose or rosy red and comes from the ancient Greek word rhodon. I asked one of the Club’s master 

rock hounds to show me a piece of rhodonite. He took me out in the Club’s yard and showed me a black rock. I said it didn’t look rose 

colored to me. He said we had to cut into it to see the rose color. He sawed the rock and half of it was rose colored while the other half 

was brown colored. I asked him what he called the brown half of the rock, and he said rhodonite. I said that can’t be right because 

rhodonite means rosy. He said that both the rosy and brown portion of the rock had the same chemical composition; therefore, they are 

both rhodonite. He went on to say there is white rhodonite, and in British Columbia they just found a purple and green rhodonite. This 

is where my head starts hurting. So let me get this straight. If rhodonite comes from the Greek word rhodon, why don’t we use the 

Greek word for white (leuk) and call white rhodonite=“leukonite”. Also, why don’t we use the Greek word for brown (kafe) and call 

brown rhodonite=kafenite. He said, “That would be too simple.” For example, sometimes geologists/rock hounds use Latin based 

words to name rocks. The carnelian agate name is from the Latin word corum which is also a 17
th

 Middle English word also. Not only 

is this confusing to me, but my headache is getting bigger. He continued and said, “Sometimes we use modern English words to 

describe rocks such as blue, white, red, and green jasper.” In other words, there is no consistency in rock naming.  

I now feel that I am in the Abbott and Costello famous skit “Who’s on First, What’s on Second:”  

Who names rocks with any consistency?  

Answer: no one.  

What language is used to name rocks?  

Answer: Ancient Greek, Latin, Middle English, modern English, and mostly gibberish.  

Why do geologists and rock hounds use such a complex system to name rocks?  

Answer: I DON’T KNOW! 

I have now found out there is absolutely no consistency in naming rocks. In other words, you geologists and rock hounds are really 

weird in naming rocks and I have no chance in heck of learning rock names. 

 

 
 

Rogue Gem & Geology 

 General Meeting 

October 1. 2014 

 

The meeting was called to order by Vice President, Brenda Walden at 7:30 pm.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mary 

Blankenship.   Program- Guest speaker, Evan Church, from MSHA (Mining Safety & Health Administration) discussed the rules and 

regulations of mining.  Treasurerôs report by Jan Patrick.  The September minutes were approved as written.  Sales-Millie Casey 

absent, but sent message.  We are working on items for the Christmas Bazaars.  Please consider donating craft items we can sell.  It 

does not have to be rock related, but handmade.  Shop- Mike Hepburn reported all is working well in the shop.  Claims- John Hudick 

No news is good news.  ALAA-Bill Patrick reported today is the 50
th

.  Anniversary of the Wilderness Act.  He also reported the 

damage done by wildfires in Washington, as well as here in Oregon.  Show and Fair-letters have been mailed.   Membership- Janet 

Sessions stated dues are now due.   Hospitality ï Mary Bowers & Michelle Wheeler absent.  Guest prize- Christina Snell, Member 

prize- Carol Swisher, 50/50 donation- Trish Hepburn.  Show & Tell- wire-wrapped hearts from the last class were shown.  Linda 

MacDonald showed copper & bead bracelets that she will teach on the 9
th 

,Bring beads and tools if you have them.  Clyde Wilson 

showed equipment (scale & microscope) for sale by Winnie Paris.  Field Trip- Sat. October 4
th

. will be a trip to Winnie Paris’ home in 

Cave Junction.  There will be rocks, specimens, and equipment for sale at a good price.   Announcements-Frank Serroni 

recommended not using the terms amateur mining or hobby mining to describe what we do.  It could result in a fine.  Wally Coleman 

discussed a meeting being held “The Impact of Marijuana on Our Youth”.   Mary Blankenship requested volunteers for the 

Enlightened Living Fair October 25
th

. set- up 8 am, fair 10-5.  Warren’s wire wrapped cabochon class will be October 15 @3:30.  You 

must sign up.  There will be a charge for wire and cabochon if you don’t bring them.  Bring tools and polishing cloth.  Old Business- 

none.  New Business- none.  W rocks were shown.  Whale bone fossils, and concrete warrior.  Next month- X, Y, & Z rocks will be 

shown.  November is PIE MONTH.  Bring pies to share and what we don’t eat, we will auction off.  Always lots of fun and money-

maker for the club.   Meeting adjourned at 8:30pm.                                                                  Minutes submitted by Rachel Drago 

 

 

Rogue Gem and Geology 

Board Meeting October 8, 2014 

October 1, 2014 

 

Those present: Brenda Walden, Jan Patrick, Bill Patrick, Rachel Drago, Mary Blankenship, Janet Fields, Millie Casey, Janet Sessions, 

Dick Bowman, Dick Marsh, Mike Hepburn, Trish Hepburn, Linda Pullen, Sherry Shippy. 

Brenda Walden, Vice President, called the meeting to order at 1:30.  Jan Patrick gave the treasurer’s report.  She also stated the 

police report re: the stolen kiln, was submitted to our insurance company.  They informed her that since it was taken from the club 



(Board Mtg. contd.)premises, our deductible would be $500.  Jan is working with the insurance company regarding replacement.  

Motion to accept the report was seconded and passed.   Membership:  Janet Sessions has been working on updating the membership 

roster and it will go to members with the November newsletter.  Some people have complained that their birthday/anniversary was not 

listed in the newsletter.  If you want them listed, please call Janet @541-855-1461or email:jjssss2@hotmail.com.  She reported only 

50% of members have paid their dues. Dues were due September 1
st
. so PAY YOUR DUES NOW. Sales:  Millie Casey states we are 

working on items for the 2 Christmas Bazaars.  She has the application for the NVHS and will mail that in.  Please bring in your clean 

glass  

jars such as pickles, mayo, olive, & marshmallow cream jars  for craft items we plan to make.  We would also like donations of new 

candle jars with lids.  Also if you have ideas, please see Millie.  Field trips:  Bill Boeh was absent.  The trip to the home of Winnie 

Paris was well attended.  She would like to thank all those who came and bought. A special thank you to Dick, Jim, Carol, Linda, 

David, and Louis for helping to get ready for the sale.  She still has more and it was brought up about the club buying what is left.  A 

motion was made, seconded, & passed to table that until the return of Gary, our President. Show & Fair:  Janet Fields stated the 

contracts have been mailed to all the vendors.  Please donate items for door prizes and raffle prizes.  They do not have to be rock 

related.  Shop:  Mike Hepburn requested that the club have a policy regarding members taking rocks from the yard.  It was discussed 

and decided that as a member, you can take 1 rock/week for yourself. If you want more for yourself, you must pay 50 cents/lb.  

Hospitality: Mary Bowers & Michelle Wheeler absent.  We need someone to volunteer to help out in this position each month at the 

meeting.  Also needed are donation prizes.  New Business:  Sherry Shippy asked what the club policy is regarding competing with 

the club at bazaars.  She was told that if she was paying for her own table, she could sell whatever she wishes.  Meeting adjourned at 

2:17 pm.                                                                                                                                             Minutes submitted by Rachel Drago 
                                                                            

 
 

FYI:  Fakes, Forgeries and Misrepresentations 
As seen on www.the-vug.com 

Green Quartz 
Green quartz can be produced in the lab by a modification 
of the process used to manufacture large, high quality 
quartz crystals for electronics applications. The 
process involves heating the quartz with water under 
high pressure. This causes the quartz to recrystallize. If 
other substances are present these might be included 
into the new crystals. For example inclusion of chromium 
can result in deep green quartz. So, existing quartz 
clusters (often with damaged crystal tips because these 
clusters are essentially worthless) are heated with water 
under high pressure, producing clusters with new deep 
green tips. These tips have a characteristic etched or 
stepped growth pattern. The material is lab-grown and 
not produced in any mine, despite what some dealers 
might want you to believe.                                           
 

Fossils from Morocco 
If a fossil specimen from Morocco looks too good to be true, it is.  Morocco 
is the CAPITAL of fake fossil specimens and while certainly not all of their fossils are 
faked, a good many of them are constructed out of polished specimens, resin, clay, 
matchsticks and anything else they can use to make some convincing 
looking fossils. Even professionals get fooled.  What can you do to protect yourself? 
Not much, I'm afraid.   
 
Brightly Colored Obsidian  
Obsidian has always been one of the mainstays of the mineral community, with 
 countless Obsidian arrowheads, "Apache tears" and other Obsidian items finding 
their way into the hands of kids around North America each summer. Obsidian 
comes in black, brown, gray and several combinations such as white and black 
"Snowflake" obsidian and brown and black "Mahogany" obsidian.  What it DOES NOT come in is brightly colored reds, blues, greens 
and the like  sold by metaphysical dealers and scam artists. I can assure you that most all colored obsidians are actually slag glass. 

Lab-grown green quartz 



NOVEMBER 2014  
Sun Mon  Tue Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat  

26  2 7  28  

1-4 pm Faceting Class 

 

29  
9-12 pm 
Clubhouse 
Workshop 
  

 1:30-4 Bazaar 
workshop. 
 
4:30-7:00 
Silver Class 

30  
4:30-7:00 
Silver Class 

31  Nov1  

2  3  4  
1-4 pm Faceting Class 
 

5  
9-12 pm 
Clubhouse 
Workshop 
 
1:30-4 Bazaar 
workshop. 
 
4:30-7:00 
Silver Class 
 
General Meeting 
Fruitdale Grange.   
The meeting starts 
at 7:30 pm.  Doors 
open at 6:30.     
 

6  
 
4:30-7:00  
Silver Class 
 
 

7  
 

9  10  11  

1-4 pm Faceting Class 
 

12  
9-12 pm 
Clubhouse 
Workshop 
 
1:30-4 Board 
Meeting 
 
9-12 and 1-4 
Silver Class 

13  
4:30-7:00 
Silver Class 
 
5 – 8 pm 
Wire wrap tree 
 
 
 

  

14  
 

15  
Field Trip to 
Chrissey Field & 
Kellog Beach.         

16  
Christmas Bazaar at 
Josephine County 
Library 10:00 a.m.-
5:00 p.m. 
 

17  18  

1-4 pm Faceting Class 
 

19  
9-12 pm 
Clubhouse 
Workshop 
 
1:30-4 Bazaar 
workshop. 
 
4:30-7:00 p.m.  
Silver Class 

20  
4:30-7:00 
Silver Class 
 
 
 
  
  
 
 

21  22  

23  

 

______________ 

30  

24  25  

1-4 pm Faceting Class 

 

26  
9-12 pm 
Clubhouse 
Workshop 
 
1:30-4 Bazaar 
workshop. 
 

4:30-7:00 
Silver Class 

27  

 

28  29  



 


